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The Story 
 
This is a story of simple people at the turn of the 20th century, living loving and quarrelling against the 
background of the birth of a state – Oklahoma. There are two factions - farmers and cowboys, and 
they did not live in complete harmony. 
 
Curly a cowboy loves Laurey, the niece of Aunt Eller, who is a farmer. But Laurey cannot make up her 
mind – she has a bit of the coquette in her and encourages the attentions of Jud, the general factotum 
of the farm. Jud is a loutish fellow with a shady past and depraved nature, which is evident from 
pictures on the walls of his Smoke House. An argument between Curly and Jud as to who takes Laurey 
to a “box” social end with guns, but no harm is done. It frightens Laurey into the knowledge that she 
loves Curly, but is in fear of Jud. Her fear is increased by her dream when the ballet dances her fate – 
a tragic wedding scene in which Jud overthrows Curly, the bridegroom, and carries Laurey off as his 
prize, so she accepts Jud’s escort to the box social. 
 
The “box” is the supper hamper which each girl supplies; these are auctioned to the men who win the 
girls for supper partners. Curly only succeeds in outbidding Jud for Laurey’s hamper by selling all his 
worldly possessions, saddle, gun and finally his horse. The magnificence of it brings Laurey to her 
senses – her fear of Jud vanishes and she orders him off Aunt Eller’s farm. She consents to marry 
Curley and their happiness seems assured. 
 
Meanwhile others are falling in and out of love. 
 
Ado Annie who just can’t say “No” to any man has become involved with the peddlar Ali Hakim, 
although she was more or less promised to Will Parker, who has returned from Kansas City with loads 
of presents for her. Her father has a nasty habit of pointing a gun at reluctant suitors, and Ali, a real 
philanderer, finds himself “hooked” by that simple ruse. He manages to slide out of it by helping Will to 
win Ado Annie back to his side, but in doing so, Ali bounces into the arms of Gertie, whose father uses 
the same gun-barrel tactics to a better effect then Ado Annie’s father had done. 
 
Aunt Eller, the moving spirit of the community gives Laurey a lovely wedding. They are leaving for a 
honeymoon in the “Surrey with the Fringe on the Top” when Jud comes out of hiding. He is desperate 
and goes berserk with a knife, attacking Curly. In a grim fight Jud falls on his own knife and is fatally 
wounded. A Federal Marshal who is present says Curly must give himself up, but Aunt Eller has other 
ideas. With womanly sagacity she forces old man Carnes, who is the local judge to hold an improvised 
Court on the spot. A verdict of “Accidental Death” is given. Curly and Laurey depart in the Surrey to 
the rousing cheers and strains of “Oklahoma”, which has at last emerged as a State with farmers and 
cowboys united as “friends”. 
 

 

 
 
 

Scenes and Musical Numbers 
 

Time: Just after the turn of the 20th Century 
Place: Indian Territory (Now Oklahoma) 

 
 

ACT I 

Overture 
 
Scene 1: The Front of Laurey’s Farm House 
Oh What A Beautiful Mornin’ ................................................  Curly 
The Surrey With The Fringe on Top  ........  Curly, Laurey, Aunt Eller 
Kansas City  .....................................  Will, Aunt Eller and the Boys 
The Surrey With The Fringe On Top – Reprise  .....................  Curly 
I Can’t Say No!  ...........................................................  Ado Annie 
Many A New Day  .........................................  Laurey and the Girls 
It’s A Scandal, It’s A Outrage  ......................  Ali Hakim, Boys, Girls 
People Will Say We’re In Love  ...........................  Curly and Laurey 

 
Scene 2: The Smoke House 
Pore Jud Is Daid  ...................................................  Curly and Jud 
Lonely Room  .......................................................................  Jud 

 
Scene 3: A Grove on Laurey’s Farm 
Dream Sequence Ballet  ......  Laurey, Girls Boys and Dream Figures 
 

ACT II 

 

Scene 1: The Skidmore Ranch 
The Farmer and The Cowman  ...............  Carnes, Aunt Eller, Curly,  
 ............................................. Will, Ado Annie, Slim and Ensemble 
All Er Nothin’  .................................................  Ado Annie and Will 

 
Scene 2: Skidmore’s Kitchen Porch 
People Will Say We’re In Love – Reprise ..............  Curly and Laurey 

 
Scene 3: The Back of Laurey’s Farm House 
Oklahoma!  .........  Curly Laurey, Aunt Eller, Ike Fred and Ensemble 
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In 1931, the Theatre Guild produced Lynn Riggs’ Green Grow the Lilacs, a play about settlers in 
Oklahoma's Indian Territory. Though the play was not initially successful, ten years later, in 1941, 
Theresa Helburn, one of the Guild's producers, saw a summer-stock production supplemented with 
traditional folk songs and square dances and decided the play could be the basis of a musical that 
might revive the struggling Guild. She contacted Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, whose first 
successful collaboration, The Garrick Gaieties, had been produced by the Theatre Guild in 1925. 
Rodgers decided to obtain the rights for himself and Hart and asked Oscar Hammerstein II if he would 
collaborate with them on the project. Coincidentally in 1942, Hammerstein had thought of 
musicalizing Green Grow the Lilacs, but when he approached Jerome Kern about it, the latter declined. 
Hart lost interest in the musical; preferring contemporary, urbane shows that would showcase his 
witty lyric-writing, he found the farmers and cowhands in Green Grow the Lilacs corny and uninspiring. 
Moreover, spiraling downward, consumed by his long standing alcoholism, Hart no longer felt like 
writing. He therefore embarked on a vacation to Mexico, advising Rodgers that Hammerstein would 
be a good choice of a new collaborator.  

This partnership allowed both Rodgers and Hammerstein to follow their preferred writing methods: 
Hammerstein to write a complete lyric before it was set to music and Rodgers to set completed lyrics 
to music. As Rodgers and Hammerstein began developing the new musical, they agreed that their 
musical and dramatic choices would be dictated by the source material, Green Grow the Lilacs, not by 
musical comedy conventions. Musicals of that era featured big production numbers, novelty acts, and 
show-stopping specialty dances that effectively halted the story during their duration.  

Between the world wars, roles in musicals were usually filled by actors who could sing, but Rodgers 
and Hammerstein chose the reverse, casting singers who could act. Shirley Temple was suggested as 
Laurey and Groucho Marx as Ali Hakim, but Rodgers and Hammerstein, together with director Rouben 
Mammoulian's support, insisted that performers more dramatically appropriate for the roles be cast. 
As a result there were no stars in the production, an unusual step. The production was choreographed 
by Agnes de Mille who provided one of the show's most enduring features: a first-act ballet finale 
(often referred to as the dream ballet) depicting Laurey's struggle to evaluate her suitors,  
Jud and Curly.  

The first title given to the work was Away We Go! It opened for out-of-town-tryouts in New Haven's 
Shubert Theatre on March 11, 1943. Expectations were low; as the show had no star power. Producer 
Mike Todd walked out after the first act during the tryout and wisecracked “No legs, no jokes, no 
chance.” but Rodgers and Hammerstein were confident. The New Haven audiences and then Boston 
critics were enthusiastic. Only a few changes were made before it opened on Broadway, but two of 
the changes would prove significant- the addition of the show-stopping musical number, Oklahoma! 
and the decision to retitle the musical after that number. 

Todd had been wrong, the show opened to raves from the critics, sold out and won a special Pulitzer 
Prize. Brooks Atkinson wrote in The New York Times that the show's opening number, "Oh, What a 
Beautiful Morning" changed the history of musical theatre: “After a verse like that, sung to a buoyant 
melody, the banalities of the old musical stage became intolerable.". The show's creativity stimulated 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's contemporaries and ushered in the "Golden Age" of American musical 
theatre. The original Broadway production opened on March 31, 1943. It was a box-office smash and 
ran for an unprecedented 2,212 performances, later enjoying award-winning revivals, national tours, 
foreign productions and an Academy Award-winning 1955 film adaptation. 

 

 
 

Where Are They Now? 
 
CO2 has been in existence since 1984 with an age range of 11 – 23 years. Over those years there have been many Society 
members who have developed their experience of the stage with the Society and have then progressed on to a professional 
career in the Theatre. This fact fills us with great pride as it illustrates the discipline and Theatre Skills they have learnt 
allows them to progress to drama schools and universities to further their studies. Not all members of course wish to 
pursue a performance career, many choose to study technical theatre. 
In last years production of Footloose there were 54 young people in the cast and virtually all of the older members of that 
show have gone on to Universities or Drama School, with the ultimate intention of having a successful career in theatre.  
This fact gives all members of Colchester Operatic Society, particularly the team who are responsible for CO2, great 
pleasure to see its members fulfilling their potential. The majority of Theatre Schools are oversubscribed, often by multiples 
of 1,000, and for so many of the young people to have secured their places is indeed a triumph for their hard work, 
motivation and skill. 
 
The CO2 committee thought that you, our audience, would like to know where these members have gone and if their 
names do appear in lights you can say:- 
 

 “I SAW THEM HERE FIRST” 
 

 
Lauren Carne               American Musical Theatre Academy – Musical Theatre 
Mel Greaney         London School of Musical Theatre – Musical Theatre 
Jason Henderson         London College of Music – Musical Theatre 
Matt Jewson                East 15 London - Acting  
Alex Johnson         Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts London – Musical Theatre 
Jess Lovelock         De Montfort University –Drama & Education Studies 
Rhys McDowell         Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts London – Technical Theatre 
Fran Oldacre         St Marys University College London – Drama & Theatre 
Jenna Saiz         Guildford School of Acting – Musical Theatre 
Amy Secker         Studios La Pointe College Leeds – Musical Theatre 
Will Tamblyn          Leeds College of Music - Music Production 
Phil Young         Guildford School of Acting – Acting 

 
 
We wish them all the very best in their endeavours to make their careers in a very tough market place and trust that we will 
see them as career professionals. 
 

Past Productions 
 

1984  Grease   

1985  The Wiz 

1986  The Boyfriend 

1987  Bye Bye Birdie 

1988  West Side Story 

1989  Godspell 

1990  Guys and Dolls 

1991  Grease 

1992  Anything Goes 

1993  Annie 

1994  42nd Street 

1995  West Side Story 

1996  Little Shop of Horrors 

1997  The Wiz 

1999  Rock Nativity 

2000  Fame 

2001  Guys and Dolls 

2002  Annie 

2003  42nd Street 

2004  Hot Mikado 

2005  West Side Story 

2006  Godspell 

2007  We Will Rock You 

2008  Summer Holiday 

2009  The Wiz 

2010  Footloose 

2011  Musical History     Concert
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 Local Produce including ; 

   Honey, jams, pickles, mustards, rye bread,  
    sausages, bacon, ham, fruit juices, wine, beer, cider, 

vinegars, cheese, bread, cakes and fish. 
     Delicatessen, including our popular home cooked ham. 

    Huge range of farmhouse cheeses. 
    Coffee roasted on the premises. 

      Wide range of black, green, fruit and herbal teas. 
     Extensive range of specially sourced own label products. 

      Local take home gifts and hampers available all year. 
      Large range of basketware. 

     Colchester tea towels, shopping bags and linenware. 
                                    

 

 
H.Gunton Ltd 

 
Colchester’s  

Specialist  
Grocer 

 
Established 1936 

 

Visit our website 

  81-83 Crouch St Colchester 
  01206 572200 

  info@guntons.co.uk 
 

  SHOP ONLINE AT 
  www.guntons.co.uk 
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 DVD
• Family Movies
• Cine Films
• Wedding Videos

We can transfer your camcorder tapes, VHS and CINE reels to DVD
We also convert audio cassettes and open reel-to-reel tapes to CD

01206 842607
www.moving-memories.com

The Studio, 16 Kingswood Road, Colchester, Essex CO4 5JX



             follow us:             follow us:
  ‘Hatfi elds Furnishers’ 

  ‘@Hatfi elds_Ltd’

Peartree Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex, CO3 0LA
☎ 01206 765444   www.hatfi elds.com
*Credit is subject to status. Written quotations available on request.

Genuine INTEREST FREE credit*   I   PAY IN ONE YEAR*   I   Up to 20% OFF store wide

Saddle up now & ride into 

GREAT SALE OFFERS!

Nebraska  A sophisticated and casual collection, the Nebraska has 
an extremely versatile fabric selection that adds luxury to your sofa. Also 
available as a standard back sofa and in different sizes, as well as chairs.

New

Devon  Our Oak collection embodies the classic style and elegance 
of modern furnishing. The smooth ivory satin finish, accentuated with 
natural Oak tops, gives this collection an understated, calming beauty.

New Extending
Table & 4 Chairs

Sale Price

£949
Previous Price

£1371

Grand Sofa

Sale Price

£1099
Previous Price

£1299

Over

25%
OFF

Rugs

    L� ury 
Shaggy Rugs
From only £145 each

 Previous Prices Stock Offer Price
4’6” x 6’3” mattress only £1799/999 £899
5’0” x 6’6” mattress only £2149/1099 £999

SPECIAL
STOCK OFFER

Tempur Original Deluxe 17cm mattresses.

STOCK OFFERSTOCK OFFER


