tor gentlemen

INNES COLE

5A & 5B ELD LANE, COLCHESTER

for ladies

(INNES) 13 ELD LANE, COLCHESTER

L | ablseal-

14 THE TRAVERSE BURY ST. EDMUNDS

Supfoliors lo the
e//mW Shreatie @Vaw%&.ée

7 THEATRE
NEXT
TIME,
WHEN
SHOPPING . . .
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the comfort and ease of shopping
at Colchester's favourite store.
You'll see so many lovely products
in OVER 50 DEPARTMENTS. and
there’s the New Coffee Shop.
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FOR ALL
SALES e SERVICE ¢ PARTS

« RENAULTES
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A. E. Sloman, M.A., D.Phil.
Clir. R. P. Spendlove, A.C.P., T.C. (London)
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COLCHESTER OPERATIC SOCIETY
presents .

SHOWBOAT

(by arrangement with CHAPPELL & CO. LTD.)
Adapted from EDNA FERBER’S novel of the same name)

Book & Lyrics by Music by
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN 2nd JEROME KERN

COLCHESTER" MERCURY THEATRE LTD. acknowledges financial assistance from the ARTS
COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN, COLCHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL, ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL,
BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL, TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCIL,MALDON DISTRICT COUNCIL,
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCi.

The building of this theatre was made possible by the generosity of the ARTS COUNCIL OF GREAT
BRITAIN, COLCHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL, and numerous public and private patrons.
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Men who know where they’re going visit. .
~ jollifjes
of

14 CROUCH STREET, COLCHESTER

The Gentlemen's Tailors and OQutfitters renowned for
ELEGANCE AND STYLE
Telephone: 5617

JBE STAGE LIGHTING
& EQUIPVIENT COVIPANY

SPOTLIGHTS - CONTROLS -
EFFECTS & PROJECTORS -

MUSIC STANDS - CABLE -

STAGE WEIGHTS & BRACES -

U.V. - FLASH BOXES -

THEATRE LAMPS - COLOUR FILTER -
FLASH POWDER - MAROONS -

ETC ..ccovnnnnns

HIRE
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SERVICE

Union Lane Rochford Essex
Southend-on-Sea (0702) 545826/7

Authorised Distributars

The CRAFTSMAN
. 22, Trinity Street, Colchester, Tel: 47097

A restored XVIith century shop and picture
aillery which sells top quality work by British
craftsmen, including studio pottery, hand
blown glass, leather bags and bel Aran and
Shetland Jumg. pot-pourri anc

ewellery and pict

' cushions, silve )
waell-known artists. You'll find our prices are
izasonable too. Come and brawse. Trinity
Street is right in the town centre next to the
new Lion Walk Shopping Precinct

It is with deep regret that | have to record the
sudden death in August of Ken Oxborrow, .
M.B.E., a Life Member of the Colchester
Operatic Society, and its valued Honorary
Treasurer for 24 years. Ken was an active
member of the Society for many years in the
Chorus, and he also played lead parts.

Such a record of service does not pass
unnoticed, and Ken’s family maytake comfortin
the knowledge that he will be long remembered
with the greatest affection in the Society, as
well as in the many other spheres in which he
worked.
J. M. ENFIELD
Chairman

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Mr. John €nfield (Chairman)
Mrs. M, Spurgeon {Hon. Assistant Secretary)

Mr. M. Bond Mrs. A. Platten Mrs. M. Spurgeon
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Mr. D. Massey Mrs. B. Ryan Mrs. M. Yeats
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THE STORY

Coloured folk work on the Missisippi of the 1890’s while the white folk
play. But everyone is looking forward to the arrival of Captain Andy's
showboat with its jolly comedies and melodramas. On this trip, though, it
isn't only the showboat audience who have some surprises in store.
Leading lady, Julie Laverne, has to leave the boat after the odd job man
Pete, bitter at her rejection of him, discovers she is a half-caste. Mixed
marriage is forbidden in Louisiana so she and her husband, leading man
Stephen Baker, flee the state.

The brash and bubbly comedienne of the troop, Ellie, who is doted on by
Frank, begs Captain Andy to let her take over as leading lady. But it is
Magnolia, the innocent and over-protected daughter of Andy and his
vitriolic wife Parthy, who gets the part. A new figure steps in to play
opposite her. He is Gaylord Ravenal, a riverboat gambler, and for Magnolia
it is love at first sight. She confides her feelings to Joe, the easy-going,
liquor-loving husband of the boat’s cook, Queenie. The only advice he can
give is embodied in his song - O’ Man River. It becomes more and more
obvious that the feelings the new leading couple have for each other are
more than make-believe. Despite objections from Parthy, Magnolia
marries her gambler.

The second half of the show opens at Chicago’s World Fair. Ravenal is !
riding high on his luck, and Magnolia and her new daughter, Kim, have all l
the trappings of wealth. But fortune changes swiftly and when Ravenal's

luck runs out he abandons his family. They are found living in poverty by

Frank and Ellie, who are now married and enjoying success on the stage.

Frank persuades Magnolia to audition as a singer at the Trocadero
Restaurant.

The restaurant’s resident singer is Julie. She has been abandoned by
Steve, and finds her solace in drink. When she hears Magnolia sing she
slips away. Once again it is Julie who sacrifices her career so that
Magnolia may be given a chance.

More than thirty years elapse and Magnolia has become a star. It is the
ever-forgiving Andy who meets Ravenal by chance and suggests a
reconciliation with Magnolia and Kim. Times and fortunes have changed
for all the characters of the showboat - the only permanence in life is “Ol
‘Man River - he jes’ keeps rollin’ along”.

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

N

Magnolia
DEBBIE GIFFORD

Ravenal
VIC EDWARDS

Captain Andy Hawks

1925 Gondoliers

1926 Mikado

1927 Princess Ida

1929 lolanthe

1930 Yeoman of the Guard

1931 Trial by Jury and
Pirates of Penzance
Les Cloches de
Corneville

1932 Quaker Girl

1933 Mikado

1934 Gondoliers

1935 Merrie England

1936 Duchess of Danzig

1937 Vagabond King

1938 Country Girl

1946 Beggars’ Opera

1947 Tom Jones

1947 The Arcadians

1948 Waltz Dream

1949 New Moon

1950 The Wind and Rain
The Desert Song

1951 The Student Prince

1952 Harmony Hill

1953 Show Boat

1954 Brigadoon

1955 Pink Champagne

1956 Vagabond King

1957 White Horse Inn

1
1959 The Merry Widow
1960 Song of Norway

1
1963 Kismet

1964 The Most Happy Fella
1965 They Came to a City
The Student Prince
1966 Hay Fever
La Belle Helene
1967 Carousel
1968 Count of Luxembourg
}969 Oklahoma

1971 Die Fledermaus

1972 Mikado

1973 Robert and Elizabeth

1974 Orpheus in the
Underworld

1975 The Merry Widow

1976 My Fair Lady

1977 The Great Waltz

1978 Fiddler on the Roof

1979 The King & |

JOHN ENFIELD

Parthy Ann Hawks
PHYL DEEBLE




Production directed by
KEN SMITH

Choreographer DOREEN MATTHEWS

SHOWBOAT

Musical Direction by ROY BUDDEN
Hon. Chorus Mistress

Hon. Accompanist KEITH ROGERS
Hon. Accompanists for Dancing

VALERIE MASSEY

FIONA HUNT
CATHERINE FIRMIN

ROY BUDDEN
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ORCHESTRA

Keith Rogers—Piano Stephen Marlow—Clarinet
Scenery: STAGE PRODUCTIONS CO. LTD. Costumes: THEATRICAL HOUSE, Graham Snelling—1st Violin Max Sainsbury—Oboe
Wigs: WARREN LANDSFIELD WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA T. Ratcliff—2nd Violin Marian Hellen—Horn

Noel Britton—Viola John Malam—1st Trumpet

Barbara Waugh—Cello Eﬂill ’ll('cz‘lf{lmﬁn-Zn%l_Trug'npet

Robin Harris-B ar alters—Trombone
FOR COLCHESTER OPERATIC SOCIETY Peter Glaylom—Flute Syfiey Eouper - Parcl ssion

Stage Management DAVID SAGE, ROGER DEEBLE, JOHN EVANS, STEPHEN GOODY,
CHRISTOPHER HAGON, BERNARD POLLEY, GRAHAM THOMPSON

Prompters MARION SPURGEON and BARBARA RYAN
Props SUE JOYCE and BERYL BALLS
Make-up Team MERVYN HARRIDENCE, ANN DYE, SALLY HARRIS,

VALERIE MASSEY, ANN PLATTEN, SUSAN SORENTI
Wardrobe MARY FLETCHER, NORMA DOW, MARGARET PEDDER, CONNIE SMITH



ACT ONE

The Levee at Natchez, late 1880's

Cotton Blossom ........c.iiiiiiiiininininnn. Ensemble
Only Make Believe ...........cuen Ravenal and Magnolia
‘OlManRiver ..........v.... Joe and Mississippi Singers

Kitchen pantry of the Cotton Blossom

Can’t help loving that man ..... Julie, Queenie, Magnolia,
Joe and Windy

Outside Waterfront Gambling Saloon

Life on the wicked stage .................. Ellie and Girls
Till good luck comes my way ... Ravenal and Male Chorus

Auditorium and stage of the Cotton Blossom

Box-Office on fore-deck of the Cotton Blossom

| might fall back onyou ................... Ellie and Girls
CmonFolks ........... Queenie and Mississippi Singers

Auditorium and stage of the Cotton Blossom

The upper deck of the Cotton Blossom
Youarelove ..........ovevvnennn. Ravenal and Magnolia

The Levee next morning ..................... Ensemble

FUTURE PROGRAMME

MAYTIME MEDLEY
8th and 9th May, 1981
at the Colchester Institute, Sheepen Road

ACT TWO
Chicago World Fair, 1893

World’s Fair .« commwmvasssss somnmas Barkers and Chorus
Why do | loveyou ............. Magnolia, Ravenal, Andy,
Parthy and Chorus

A room on Ontario Street, 1904

Trocadero Music Hall rehearsal room
= 11 T T T L LT T uem—" Julie

Trocadero Music Hall, New Year’'s Eve, 1904

How’d you like to spoon with me? ........ Ellie and Frank
Afterthe Ball ...... ...t Magnolia

Street corner outside the office of the Natchez Evening
Mail

Reprise - OI' Man River ......coiiiiiiniiieninnnnn. Joe
On board the New Cotton Blossom, 1927

The Levee at Natchez, next day

Dance the nightaway ............... Kim and Ensemble
BINAIE ouossssmmmnans 26535 muwmaes £ 49 5 5 5 auaenm Ensemble

THE SOCIETY'S NEXT FULL SCALE PRODUCTION

HELLO DOLLY

25th November - 5th December, 1981




LEASING : RENTAL : FINANCE : INSURANCE
NEW & USED CAR SALES
COMPREHENSIVE PARTS SERVICE

. FORD — SURE SERVICING
BODY REPAIR CENTRE

MAIN DEALER % PETROL FORECOURTS & CAR WASH
TRUCK SPECIALISTS DEALERSHIP

COLCHESTER % MARINE & LEISURE SHOP

Tele: 71171 MAGDALEN ST (CARS) IPSWICH RD (COMMERCIALS)

Ellie
ANGELA RANKIN

Frank
ALAN MOTSON

LAY & WHEELER LTD.

Wine Shop: 6 Culver St. West
Pay and Carry Department: Gosbecks Road

Phone Colchester 67261 Colchester’'s

Wine Merchants

CHARTERED SURVEYORS .
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL 3
ESTATE AGENTS, AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS Julie

HOMES IN ALL PRICE RANGES
TOWN COTTAGES TO COUNTRY ESTATES

SHOPS, OFFICES, WAREHOUSES, FACTORIES
FOR SALE AND TO LET

Also Ipswich Tel: 53114 and Saxmundham Tel: 3266




For the largest selection of quality carpets
and furniture in East Anglia
STILL A FAMILY BUSINESS

e) PEARTREE ROAD,
- STANWAY
COLCHESTER
65444

Large car park — Chidren’s Playroom — Coffee Shop

y _— % Joe Queenie
o TERE p ,ﬂ : : ROGER DOBSON CHRIS MARSHALL

TYLNEY GARAGE °*eie® HALSTEAD i

The Dancers




The Bookshop in Colchester
where you will find a fascinating
collection of Antiquarian and
second-hand books on all subjects
Also old Maps and Prints

Consult us before disposing
of books of possible value

Libraries and collections bought

THE CASTLE BOOKSHOP
37 NORTH HILL
COLCHESTER
Telephone 77520

A. B. & M. Doncaster: David Dawson

FOLLOW THE ART &
DRAMA REVIEWS
IN YOUR...

THE MERCURY THEATRE

DIRECTORS
David Forder
David Buxton

Managing Director
Artistic Director

ADMINISTRATION
June Eldred
Pamela Harris Finance

Olga Richards Finance

Geoffrey Mogridge Front of House Manager
Beverley Caws Administration Assistant

Theatre Manager

PUBLICITY
Lindsay Wynne Publicity Manager
BOX OFFICE

Dorothy Richardson Box Office Assistant
Molly Reeve Box Office Assistant
Eileen Smith Box Office Assistant
Pauline McPherson Box Office Assistant
Mavis Halls Box Office Assistant

PRODUCTION AND STAGE MANAGEMENT
Christopher Snow  Production Manager

Joe Walters Technical Director

Claire Gerschwiler Deputy Stage Manager
Alison Fisher Agsistant Stage Manager
Jeremy Friday Assistant Stage Manager
Peter Gorton Assistant Stage Manager

LIGHTING AND SOUND )
Peter Baker Lighting Designer/
Chief Electrician

Mick Thomas Assistant Electrician

DESIGN

Richard C. Baker Head of Design
John Charles Davies Chief Scenic Artist
Juliet Hodgkins Design Assistant

WORKSHOP
Philip Bowen
Preston Horspool
Stuart Mead

Master Carpenter
Second Carpenter
Third Carpenter

WARDROBE )
Peggy Willings Wardrobe Mistress
Susan Tuke Wardrobe Assistant
Hilary Atkin Wardrobe Assistant

SERVICES

Thomas Woodhouse Caretaker/Doorman

THEATRE IN EDUCATION
Franc Chadwick Drama Specialist
to NE. Essex

Advertising enquiries to the publishers, Stilwell
Darby & Co. Ltd., 8 Headfort Place, London, SW1X
7DH. Telephone: 01-235 3547/8 (Enquiries and
General Office), 01-235 0661/2 (Production
Department). Printed by Horsley Bros., Printers
(Iiford) Ltd., 198 liford Lane, liford, Essex. 01-478
0369.

The new1980 |
Talbot Alpine.
More beautiful

than ever.

New to the Talbot Alpine range of economic stylish cars s the
powerful 1592ce SX. Here's power sleering and aulomatic
transmission and the new Electronic Trip Computer 1o monitor
perfonnance. Plus a Cruise Control for efortless motoring.
Beautiful too with its energy-saving shape, tinied glass and
velour seats. The new Talbot Alpine has it all Test drive it today,
Here and now:

CASTLEWARD MOTORS,
WIMPOLE ROAD,
COLCHESTER. o

Tel. Colchester 77082, {Drawor

THE EMBASSY SUITE
H.J. LAST & SONS LTD

Let us cater for your
Banquet, Dinner, Party or
Wedding Reception
either in the superb
surroundings at the
EMBASSY SUITE
or
at the vesiue of your choice

Free advice and quotations
given by trained personel

Telephone or call in and see us at:
The Embassy Suite
Balkerne Hill
Colchester
72015-5910

(i

The Wheel
Specialists

We manufacture
and design a
comprehensive
range of treadle
and electric wheels

FROM £93=2248

Come and visitus= |
weare only 20 miles, ©
from this theatre

5 yr guarantee
now available

You don't have to be thi
ambitious to enjoy yourself on a
Potters Mate

REF M Rosi Hedley-Saw,Cust Hall, Toppestield,
Halstead, Essex. Gf Yeldham (0767)’ 295 708

Banker’s Cards - I..V.s also cheques with guaranice cards accepted

Wine and Dine in the pleasant
and intimate atmosphere of the

Bellapais

STEAK & KEBAB HOUSE,
7 CENTURION HOUSE,
ST. JOHN'S STREET,
COLCHESTER

Phorie 66430

Where you may enjoy
perfect Greek and
Continental food, also
fine steaks

FULLY LICENSED

Open 7 days a week
Noon-2 p.m. and
6-11 p.m. (last orders)
Sunday 6-11 p.m.

Parties of up to 60 catered for




