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(Genuine Rajbik Indian carpets E/Ir y/
12ft x 9ft Usually £799

NOW ONLY £499 ~ GU

It’s the most amazing offer! Invest in a fills it with luxury. And when you move these
genuine Rajbik Indian Carpet — hand-woven, carpets never get left behind!
hand-carved, 100% wool. Down in price from See them now at Hatfields of Colchester,
£799 to an incredible £499. = 608 From WALETEAD the furniture store where great
[H!LMSFDI‘D' 3 nd CAMERIDGE .
Hatfields have one of the ||=m— (- m————| ideas come from,

largest selections of Oriental il il KRR e IPSWICH

[ eno®™" () Towbon
carpets in the country — that’s = }’-[E mm::n °®
why they are able to make this N [T 71T —
: ; ; BW22 [7"‘ ‘H eld
incredible reduction. romiPTRLL (2 atfields ' i

Indian Carpets down with a bang
at Hatfields

Choose from a spectacular

range of colours and patterns. Wi it et
-wearing pi o o Gareful free delivery -
e R TS |

—

More sizes to choose from including:

18" X 12" £1488 reduced 1o £999
15" X 12" £1239 reduced to £899
9" X 6" £369 reduced 10 £299

7' X 4" £199 reduced to £169

6" X 3" £129 reduced to £99

6’ circles £249 reduced to £199

Interest free credit available on purchases
over £200 (subject to status).

16th - 26th November 1988




¢ An English woman

1s the most individual
in Europe...

(
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English haircutters the envy of

Europe™, says John Richardson,

Managing Director of the East of

England’s largest group of haircutters — John Olivers’
— and fresh back from seminars in Switzerland,
Germany and Spain.

(9

The English woman believes in her own
style, which is giving her confidence to
become more herself. And the wider
possibilities for hair — and for clothes
for that matter — in this country are
wonderful to see.™”

'].—‘rue.. Look in any direction and the picture
shifts. Hair has movement again. And is
returning to healthier, smoother, shinier

hair of the "30s.

\Mmt’s more, the sort of

woman who’s emerging in the
late *80s has a very clear sense
of purpose about her clothes
and her hair. She wants a
simplicity that can be stunning.
More and more women want to
be able to build a variety of
mood, expression and style out
of one superb, single, simple
-shape.
(4 GT

hat’s the art of haircutting’, says John
Richardson, *‘so you can get the best out of

our haircut in lots of
different ways.”

JOHN OLIVER
HAIRCUTTERS

it

Head Office: 21 Red L.ion Street, Norwich
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Tel.(0603) 627620
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Affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic Association

COLCHESTER OPERATIC SOCIETY
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T]ere are lots of haircutters
too — but only one of you.
So always go to a salon that §
listens to you with both ears.

ANNIE GET YOUR GU

(by arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH Ltd.)

Choices about your hair, its
colour and cut, length and
style, are some of the most
emotional and private you
can make. Therefore when
you've a choice of hair-
cutters, always choose
carefully.

And with sixteen John Oliver
salons throughout the
Region, the long and the
short of 1t is that your hair
has never been closer to
being cut in the very best
shape for the future.

Book by
HERBERT & DOROTHY FIELDS

Lyrics and Music by
IRVING BERLIN
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Chairman’s Message

"There’s No Business Like Show Business” : This line from onc of the numbers in " Annie Get Your
Gun”, sums up the reasons why we are all here this evening. A glance at the list of past productions will show
that this is the first occasion that " Annic Get Your Gun” has been staged by Colchester Operatic Society, and |1

do hope you will enjoy this production.

1 would particularly like to mention the many hours that Sally Hammond and Angela Rankin have spent

rehearsing the Principals and Chorus. We are most grateful for all their time, patience and energy.
g p g )

Finally, with much sadness, T am using this column to announce the retirement of our dear Margaret

Berrv. Margaret has been our indefatigable secretary for seventeen vears. It is a very time-consuming position,
and T am sure that her loval devotion to our Society has had a profound effect upon our present successful
position i Operatic circles and in the town. We are most grateful for all her hard work and trust we shall

alwavs have the benefit of her advice and Friond\llip.

John M. Enficld

Chairman

THE STORY

Outside the Wilson Hotel in Cincinnati, amid the bustle of the arrival in town of Col. Buffalo Bill's Wild
West Show, the manager Charlie Davenport thrills the crowd with his promises of the spectacle the Show
will provide. But Wilson, the hotelier, who has only just got rid of the Pawnee Bill Show, is reluctant to
receive his uninvited guests. He is persuaded by Charlie and the Star of the Show. Frank Butler to allow a
shooting contest in his grounds. Frank who claims to be the finest shot in the Wild West and is much admired
by the ladies, offers Wilson a side bet of $100 if Wilson can find anyone to beat him.

Annie Oakley arrives from the backwoods with the kids, and sells Wilson some quail; she agrees to
shoot in the contest. Next minute Frank strolls by and Annie is immediately smitten.

At the contest Frank, assisted by Dolly and her daughter Winnie. appears in immaculate order. but to
his embarrassment Annie beats him. Business has been bad lately for the Show. and Buffalo Bill sees in
Annie a bright new star to add some glamour, He and Charlie, with the grudging help of Frank. convince
Annie that she should enter show business. and she agrees to join them. Frank can already see that she may
upstage him. Annie. unaware of his jealousy. sees him as a partner both in business and marriage.

The show plays at Minneapolis where Annie, unknown to Frank has agreed to perform a spectacular
trick. Winnie and Tommy skip the parade to get married. Pawnee Bill and Chief Sitting Bull come to see the
show and witness Annie’s performance. Sitting Bull is so impressed that he abandons his life-long precept
that has previously kept him solvent. and agrees to put money into the show. But Frank quits the show with
Dolly and Winnie, and joins Pawnee Bill. To the background of the Ceremonial Chant. Sitting Bull initiates
Annie into the Sioux tribe.

Coming back to New York after a prestigious tour of Europe, Buffalo Bill and Charlie confess to Annic
that all Sitting Bull's money has gone. Pawnee who is packing in the audiences at Madison Square Garden
sends a messenger to invite members of the Wild West Show to a lavish party at the Brevoort Hotel. Buffalo
Bill merges with Pawnee Bill as his only hope of survival. Annie still loves Frank and looks forward to their
reunion. and the Brevoort Hotel party goes well. Tommy and Winnie fall in love all over again. There is a
hitch when it is discovered that Pawnee has even less money than Buftalo Bill. but Annie generously agrees
to sell her medals to finance a merger. No need to worry. she still expects to get Frank. but they quarrel and
Annie challenges Frank to another shooting match. Both hoped-tor mergers are oft.

Before the contest Dolly is discovered tampering with Annie’s gun sights, Sitting Bull realises that the
only way to heal the breach between Annie and Frank is for Annie to lose the contest. So the contest begins
with Annie’s gun nobbled. She is horrified, but Sitting Bull reminds her of her own saving that vou can’t geta
man with a gun. His honour satisfied. Frank declares his love for Annie and the Shows can be merged. Only
one problem remains — what will they use for money? Frank. who has won all Annie’s medals by beating her
in the contest, agrees that they may be sold. So all ends happily. Well, that's Show Business isn't it?



o4
e

A

b SUPPORTERS GROUP X
e e
e . . A
e which continues to expand. Members of the Group have the e
e . 5 33
o right to book up to four seats for our Productions after the ::,
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o We believe that our Supporters Group is ensuring that s
:: Colchester Operatic Society will enjoy the continued support o
?: of those people who have been our mainstay for many years, e
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% as well as that of the general public. N
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14 SANDERS DRIVE, COLCHESTER 3

for further detalils.
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PRODUCTION
TEAM
Y JEFFE Y ANEF;Z)ENYER
Director Entire Production by RAY JEFFERY Musical Director
PRODUCTION
ASSISTANTS

Director’s Assistants - SALLY HAMMOND
ANGELA RANKIN

Acconipanist - PETER HUMPHREY

Rehearsal Pianist -CHRIS BENHAM

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

1925 Gondoliers 1951 The Student Prince 1971 Die Fledermaus
1926 Mikado 1952 Harmony Hill 1972 Mikado
1927 Princess Ida 1953 Show Boat 1973 Robert and Elizabeth
1929 Iolanthe 1954 Brigadoon 1974 Orpheus in the Underworld
1930 Yeomen of the Guard 1955 Pink Champagne ; 1975 The Merry Widow
1931 Trial by Jury and 1956 Vagabond King 1976 My Fair Lady

Pirates of Penzance 1957 White Horse Inn 1977 The Great Waltz

Les Cloches de Corneville 1958 Summer Song 1978 Fiddler on the Roof
1932 Quaker Girl 1959 The Merry Widow 1979 The King & 1
1933 Mikado 1960 Song of Norway 1980 Show Boat
1934 Gondoliers : 1961 Naughty Marietta 1981 Hello Dolly
1936 Merrie England 1962 The Dancing Years 1982 Camelot
1936 Duchess of Danzig 1963 Kismet 1983 Half a Sixpence
1937 Vagabond King 1964 The Most Happy Fella 1984 Brigadoon
1938 Country Girl 1965 They Came to a City 1985 Guys & Dolls
1946 Beggar’s Opera 1965 The Student Prince 1985 Carousel
1947 Tom Jones 1966 Hay Fever 1986 Pirates of Penzance
1947 The Arcadians 1966 La Belle Helene 1986 The Sound of Music
1948 Waltz Dream 1967 Carousel i 1987 South Pacifie
1949 New Moon 1968 Count of Luxembourg 1987 Oliver
1950 The Wind and Rain 1969 Oklahoma 1988 The Desert Song
1950 The Desert Song 1970 Kiss Me Kate
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Charlie Davenport
Foster Wilson
Dolly Tate ...
Winnie Tate
Tommy Keelar
Frank Butler
Annie Oakley
Little Jake ...
Nellie

Jessie

Minnie
Col. Wm. F. Cody
Chief Sitting Bull
Pawnee Bill

Sylvia Potter-Porter ...

Indian Solo Dancer

Liana Bridges

Lee Carter

Sharon Cook
Angela Cross
Tracy Cross

Neil Couperthwaite
Gill Edwards

Andy Edwards

For the Mercury Theatre:

For Colchester Operatic Society:

Prompters:
Props:
Make-up Team:
Wardrobe:
Costumes:
Scenery:
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ANNIE GET YOUR GUN

CAST

David King
Colin Thorne
Gill Plumtree
Mandy Rosoman ,
Chris Austin Y
Vic Edwards

Val Massey [
Richard Morgan ‘
Beverley Humphreys

Gillian Humphreys

Clare Nicholson

Roger Dobson

Graham Smith

Derek Massey

Sandra Moorhouse

Neil Couperthwaite

CHORUS, INDIANS AND DANCERS

Ann Rozier
Jennie Spurgeon
Philip Spurgeon
Scott Woodrow

Mark Fincham
Jamie Fisher
Debbie Gifford
Brenda Green

Andrea Libby
Jane McKercher
Nikki Massey
Sandra Moorhouse

Mick Hemstedt David Moye Jennifer Woolsey
Joanna Humphreys Sue Nicholson Maureen Yeats
Clare Joseph Rita Ord

Brian Keeble Sarah Pawsey

THE CHILDREN

Tom Lissimore \
Charlotte Morgan
Helen Robinson

Aaron Lissimore
Gavin Lissimore

STAGE MANAGEMENT

Chris Snow. Jim Bowman (Chief Electrician), David Parker,
Chris Larkin.

David Sage, John Andrews, Bernard Polley, Mike Spurgeon,
Graham Thompson.

Marion Spurgeon and Debbie Andrews.

Beryl Balls, Karen Balls. June Harris. Sue Joyce.

Peter Smith, Ann Dye, Gil Gray. Margaret Norfolk.

Gill Edwards. Mary Fletcher, Margaret Pedder, B. Sewell.

S. B. Watts, Manchester.

Fredericks Ltd., Weston-super-Mare.

Please note: Taking photographs during the performance is not permiited.

ACT ONE

Scene 1 — The Front Lawn and Porch of the Wilson House, a summer hotel on the outskirts of Cincinnatr,
Ohio - July.

Scene 2 — Annie’s Introduction to Showbusiness.

Scene 3 — A Pullman Parlour in an Overland Steam Train — six weeks later.

Scene 4 — Outside the Big Tent, Minneapolis, Minn. — a few days later.

Scene 5 — The Fair Ground at Minneapolis.

Scene 6 — Annie’s Dressing Room Tent at the Fair Ground - the same day.

Scene 7 - The Arena of the Big Tent — later that night.

ACT TWO

Scene | — The Deck of a Cattle Boat at night — eight months later.

Scene 2 — The Ballroom of the Hotel Brevoort, New York — the next night.

Scene 3 - The Loading Platform of the Ferry en route to Governor’s Island — next morning.
Scene 4 — Governor’s Island, near the Fort — immediately following.

FINALE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Society expresses grateful thanks to all who have contributed, and in particular to:—

The Society’s Non-Playing Members for their loyal support in Publicity, Programme Sales
and essential duties.

Mick Hemstedt for programme cover.

The Arena Sports and Leisure Club for rehearsal facilities.
David Sage for props.

Staff and Management of the Mercury Theatre.

Peter Nason for Front of House and Programme Photographs.
Geoff Kent for placards.

Colchester Central Library and Norman Warner for displays.

NEXT PRODUCTION

THE MIKADO

at the Mercury Theatre 9th — 13th May, 1989
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Your guide to motoring
in Colchester

Annie Oakley - VAL MASSEY Frank Butler - VIC EDWARDS
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Tommy & Winnie - CHRIS AUSTIN & MANDY ROSOMAN Wilson & Dolly Tate - COLIN THORNE & GILL PLUMTREE
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Loncosierp/c

Lancaster House, Wyncolls Road, Colchester Essex CO4 4HT
Tel: (0206) 751122. Telex 987759

i Chief Sitting Bull - GRAHAM SMITH
avenport - DAVID KING Pawnee Bill - DEREK MASSEY
Col. William F. Cody - ROGER DOBSON

Charlie D




OF COLCHESTER

Your Local Hirewear Specialist.

Extensive stocks of

fl Morningwear & Dress Suits,
L“ il for your personal selection.
o "’ :

Keenest prices in town.

14 CROUCH STREET, COLCHESTER.
Telephone: 575617.

PETER NASON
PHOTOGRAPHY

ANNIE GET YOUR GUN
for Colchester Operatic Society,

Another triumph for quality photo-
graphy with personal service and
realistic prices.

We also excel in creative Wedding Phot-
graphy, Portraiture, Industrial and
Commercial Photography.

3 VAN DYCK ROAD
COLCHESTER, CO3 40D

TELEPHONE: COLCHESTER
(0206) 570544

are pleased to have been chosen to photograph

s

MANN/
MUSIC

Those interested in music of any kind will find that
Mann’s Music Shop offers a superb selection of all

things musical, and friendly, helpful people to answer
your questions and assist in your choice. You'll find the
best in pianos, electronic organs, brass, woodwind,
guitars, and keyboards as well as our comprehensive
sheel music department.

123 High St. Colchester. Telephone 572783
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T ers s

Nellie - BEVERLEY HUMPHREYS  Little Jake - RICHARD MORGAN  Jessie - GILLIAN
Minnie - CLARE NICHOLSON
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THE CHORUS and DANCERS

ANNIE OAKLEY

Annie Oakley was born on a farm in Darke County, Ohio, in 1866. She spent her childhood in poverty. Annie learned to
shoot at an early age. She shot wildfowl and sold them to Cincinnati hotel keepers to raise money to pay off the family mortgage.
Itis a fact that Frank Butler was the star of the Wild West Show of Colonel William F. Cody, known to all as Buffalo Bill. Frank
was considered to be the leading marksman of his time. Frank and Annie met in a shooting match organised to publicise the
Show. Here the play departs from the truth, since instead of using clay pigeons for targets the real Frank and Annie used live
ones, Frank hit 24 and Annie hit 25. A year later Frank and Annie were married.

Annie joined the Wild West Show, and she so impressed Chief Sitting Bull that he adopted her as member of the Sioux
tribe. She toured Europe with the Show, giving Command Performances before all the crowned heads from Queen Victoria to
the Russian Grand Duke Michael, and various Presidents. She could shoot a dime from between Frank’s thumb and forefinger
at thirty paces and in Germany she shot a cigarctte from the mouth of the future Kaiser Wilhelm. Her marksmanship was so
brilliant that Frank, who had taken her into partnership after their marriage was obliged to retire to avoid being compared with
her, and he became her manager.

She gave her farewell performance in 1901. Hours later, the Show train collided head-on with another train. Frank Butler
dragged Annie unconscious from the wreckage. In seventeen hours her hair changed from chestnut brown to pure white.
Doctors predicted that she would never move again, let alone shoot, but she made a comeback, and in five years was shooting
better than ever.

Annie retired from the stage for the last time in 1916. For a time she taught marksmanship before finally settling down in
Dayton, Ohio. She died worth half a million dollars in 1926 and Frank Butler died eighteen days later.
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Wine Merchant of the
Year 1988

LAY & WHEELER

Tel: Colchester 764446

3 Queen Street, Colchester, CO1 2PG.

* Over 1000 Wines on + Wines available for
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HAIRSTYLES FOR MEN display Tasting
* Wide range of * Party orders on Sale
Spirits, Liqueurs & or Return and Glass
Beers Loan Service
Ring for an Appointment
Tel: Colchester 572191. THE WINE MARKET

OpenMon-Sat, 8.30 am-8 pm. Ample Parking

GOSBECKSRD, COLCHESTER OR FORTOWN
CENTRE SHOPPING, 6 CULVER ST WEST

Styling « Perming = Hi-Lights « Colouring

EEEEEGMGEGEGQDE@D@

FEKEIB

o c———aloe o — _Slolc—Dloa——loc——lo|

MERSEA ESTATE AGENCY

Lawrie & Jill Knott

| offer a personal service in "

The Sale of property on MERSEA ISLAND

Local Agents for the Abbey National Building Society

4 Yorick Road, West Mersea Tel:(0206) 383333

(24 hour answering service)

Produced & Printed by Arena Press, 4 Acorn Trading Unit, Acton Place, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 0BB.

WHEN QUALITY COUNTS

For all your Timber & Building Material
requirements our Fast and Friendly Service

spans Suffolk

TEL: SUDBURY (0787) 73391 OR FAX (0787) 76650
TEL: LOWESTOFT (0502) 517126 FAX (0502) 516578

CALL & COLLECT
ANY TIME BETWEEN

8 am - 5 pm Monday - Friday
8.30 am - 12.30 pm Saturday

| I 10 Bei) | OR OF COURSE WE
Burt Boulton -r s & I i b CAN DELIVER TO
CHILTON, SUDBURY, SUFFOLK CO10 6XH YOUR DOOR.

COOKE RD. SOUTH LOWESTOFT IND. EST., SUFFOLK NR33 7NA




