A NEW VERSION OF GILBERT & SULLWVA

Ladies and gentlemen
please take your seats...
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for an unbeatable
performance. Mercury

Theatre
Colchester
5th - 15th
June 1996

Relax while shopping at East Anglia’s largest furnishing showroom.
Hatfields has the widest choice of quality furniture on show at the @
best value. Open 7 days a week with a free delivery service, free
parking, a coffee lounge and now a new interior design service,

Hatfields really does provide an unbeatable performance.

Hatfields
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Affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic Association
Join our club and lunch for
you and your guests is available
at £12.00.2 courses + coffee
or £14.50 3 courses + coffee
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W‘ PIRATES OF PENZANCE

THE CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE |

Once again Ray Jeffery and Andrew Denyer join forces to bring you the Broadway version of . ¥ i
"Pirates”. ‘ - PRODUCTI ON TEAM |

Associate Musical Director

I have in the past, mentioned a number of unseen heroes working behind the scenes. It is with PETER HUMPHREY
great sadness that I have to announce that this is the last show that Jim Bowman will be "lighting" as he
is shortly to leave the Mercury Theatre staff. For many years Jim has delighted audiences with his Dircector’s Assistant
brilliant lighting designs. He has also been a great friend of Colchester Operatic Society. Jim, we shall SALLY HAMMOND
all miss you and extend our best wishes to you for the future.
. o . i Dialogue Coach
At the time of writing, ticket sales are very poor and I do hope they will pick up as Colchester PHYL DEEBLE
Operatic's financial position could be serious in a short period of time. The cast have thoroughly enjoyed
rehearsing "Pirates” and look forward to entertaining you. o
Pianist
I do hope that you will be able to support us in the future. PETER SNELL
Best Wishes. J RAY JEFFERY ANDREW DENYER
John Enfield Director Musical Director
- Chairman | &
Choreographer
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THE STORY

The Pirates are celebrating Frederic's coming of age and the completion of his apprenticeship. He
was apprenticed as a Pirate rather than as a Pilot because Ruth, his nurserymaid, is hard of hearing. At

12 o'clock Frederic will be free and Ruth, the only woman he has seen since boyhood, hopes to go with
him.
When he meets the daughters of Major—General Stanley he realises that Ruth is no young beauty.
But he is spurned by the girls. Mabel takes pity on him; Frederic warns them about the Pirates, but too
late, the girls seem about to be married off to the Pirates when the Major—General appears and pleads . :
that he cannot spare his daughters, as he is an orphan ‘ PHYL DEEBLE SALLY HAMMOND
In Act II the Major — General confesses that he has lied, and even Frederic's expedition with the
local Police fails to revive his spirits. The Police are equipped with good tunes but bad nerves and they

N

march off reluctantly. PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS
h T oml b h 1925 Gondoliers 1949 New Moon 1966 Hay Fever 1984 Brigadoon
Fr ic 1 h arn that he is really o 5 because he was born in Yo he 1926 Mikado 1950 The Wind and Rain 1966 LaBelle Helene 1985 Guys & Dolls
ederic is now shaken to le Y ¥y 2 l'eap ear, bllt 1927 Princess Ida 1950 The Desert Song 1967 Carousel 1985 Carousel
: * ? 4t 1929 Iolanthe 1951 The Student Prince 1968 Countof Luxembourg 1986 Pirates of Penzance
promises to come back and marry Mabel in 70 years’ time. 1930 Yeomen of the Guard 1952 Harmony Hill 1969 Oklahoma 1986 The Sound of Music
. . . T : . 1931 Trial by Juryand 1953  Show Boat 1970 Kiss Me Kate 1987  Sourth Pacific
The Police are indignant and puzzled, hiding at the approach of the pirates, who hide from the Pirates of Pertoarice 1954 Brigadoon o T o ecoriis 1987 Oliver
. . ‘ . 2 LesCloches de Corneville 1955 Pink Champagne 1972 Mikado 1988 The Desert Song
Major—General and his daughters. He is doomed and the Police cannot save him. As a last hope the 1932 QuakerGirl 1956 Vagabond King 1973 Robert and Elizabeth 1988 Annie Get Your Gun
y TR - 5 5 1933 Mikado 1957 White Horse Inn 1974 Orpheusin the Underworld 1989 The Mikado
Sergeant invokes the Queen's name, bringing the Pirates to their knees. Ruth rescues them by telling 1934 Gondoliers 1958 Summer Song 1975 The Merry Widow 1989 My Fair Lady
. . 1935 Merrie England 1959 The Merry Widow 1976 My Fair Lady 1990 The Pajama Game
the Police they are really nobleman who have “gone wrong” — welcome news for the Major—General, who 1936 Duchess of Danzig 1960 Songof Norway 1977  TheGreat Waltz 1650 The Music Man
A1 1937 Vagabond King 1961 Naughty Marietta 1978  Fiddler on the Roofl 1991 Fiddler on the Roof
3 3 3 . Thus ends h ily, 1938 Country Girl 1962 The Dancing Years 1979 The King &I 1992 Oklahoma
thinks he can now marry his daughters into the Peerage. Thu appily. I DO 128 Theln o Bl Qielora
1947 Tom Jones 1964 The Most Happy Fella 1981 Hello Dolly 1994  Godspell
1947 The Arcadians 1965 TheyCame toaCity 1982 Camelot 1994  Orpheus in the Underworld

1948 Waltz Dream 1965 The Student Prince 1983 Halfa Sixpence 1995 Hello Dolly



PIRATES OF PENZANCE

CAST
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CHORUS
Liz Brown Chris Barrell
Sharon Clarke Richard Daniels
Jane D'Angibau John Enfield
Brenda Green Nick Flower
Leanne Knott Mick Hemstedt
Sally Leung David Moye
Ann McLaren Clive Smith
Sandra Moorhouse Nigel Smith
Viv Morris Mike Spurgeon
Sue Nicholson Colin Thorne
Sarah Pawsey John Warburton
Jane Pipe Ian Young
Katie Richmond

FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS

Amateur Premiere

Jonathan Davies
Mark Fincham

Vic Edwards
Joanna Daniels
Barbara Ryan
Debbie Andrews
Emma Spurgeon
Jenny Spurgeon

br—

27th — 31st August
1996

Please note: Taking of Photographs during the performance is not permitted

ME & MY GIRL
June 1997

ACT ONE

A rocky seashore on the coast of Cornwall

For the Mercury Theatre:

For The Colchester Operatic Society:

Stage Director:
Prompt:
Make Up Team:

Props:
Wardrobe:
Costume:

Wigs:
Scenery:
Programme Editor:

ACT TWO

A ruined chapel by moonlight

STAGE MANAGEMENT

Jim Bowman (Lighting)

Mazx Fox (Stage Technician)
Martyn Hunt (Sound Design)
Nick Key

Alan Larner (Stage Manager),
Dave Clarke, Andrew Jeffers,

Terry Lion, Jim Lynas,
John Moye, Bob Wilkinson

Mike Spurgeon

Jane McKercher — Kaye, Carol Smith

Ken and Simone Smith, Ann Dye, Sylvia Hawldins,
Lynda Kendall, Michael Mundell-Poole, Margaret Norfolk
Beryl Balls, Maggie Walton, Barbara Scully

Gill Edwards & Team

Theatrical Costume House, Westcliff

Carousel Costumes, Kelvedon

Jim Welling

Stage Sets

Katie Davey
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Chelmsford Operatic Society

Braintree & Bocking Operatic Society
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ThHe Swan Inn

CHAPPEL, COLCHESTER,
ESSEX CO6 2DD
TEL: (01787) 222353
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]ﬁ COLCHESTER’S SPECIALIST GROCER ﬁ

H. GUNTON

Coffee roasted daily

The widest range of cut cheeses in the area

Pure teas packed on the premises

Delicatessen
Health foods
Take home gift packs
Colchester tea towels

Morning coffee on the first floor

81/83 Crouch Street (past the subway)

L\ Tel: (01206) 572200 I!

Fancy Dress Party? Stage Production? Carnival?

Charity Event?
Why not try the experts?

CAROUSEL
COSTUMES

FOR ALL YOUR THEATRICAL
NEEDS

|

Monday Closed J\
Tuesday 10.00am - 3.00pm, 5.00pm - 8.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Thursday 10.00am - 3.00pm, 5.00pm - 8.00pm

Friday  10.00am - 5.00pm

Saturday 10.00am - 2.00pm

Sunday Closed

FOR FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE
CALL IN AND SCE US NOW

175, High Street, Kelvedon, Essex, COS 9JD
Tel. 01376 572516 Mobile. 0860 186042

= —=S=r

BIRKETT
LONG

SOLICITORS

Providing independent and professional legal advice
on Business and Private matters including specialist | .
advice in:

B Employment Law :
B Personal Injury

B Company and Commercial Work
B Education Matters

B Family and Matrimonial Advice

For further information please contact
Philip George on 01206 562296

Essex House Red House
42 Crouch Street Colchester Road
Colchester, Essex Halstead, Essex
CO3 3HH C09 2DZ

Tel: 01206 562296
Fax: 01206 572393

Tel: 01787 475252
Fax: 01787 472398

FREDERIC - Mark Fincham has been a member of COS for 13 Years. He
is Chairman of CO2 and Business Manager for COS. From the age of 6 he has
participated in a total of 52 stage productions, both on and backstage. This will
be the third time he has played Frederic making it his twenty—fourth .principai

role. All Mark's spare time is taken up with amateur theatre.,

(I Aave (i) @x

. MABEL - Joanna Daniels joined the Society at 14 for Carousel as a dancer.

| | She performed for several years with CO2 and played Maria in West Side Story.
. She then trained at Guildford School of Acting in Musical Theatre. Joanna

" rejoined COS to play Mabel in Pirates; other roles she has enjoyed are Julie

Jordan in Carousel and Rapunzel in Into the Woods.

,,-“is'%‘t
MAJOR - GENERAL STANLEY- Vic Edwards has performed many times 7 _Z
with COS in a variety of roles. His first lead was as Gaylord Ravenal in j S
Showboat in 1980. His favourite to date has been Fagin in Oliver in 1987, and -y Ay

he is eanlenging mle Hf Majgr — Ganeral ley. / _' @** ¢
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THE PIRATE KING - Jonathan Davis was born in Colchester but grew up
in Chelmsford. He first appeared on stage at 11. Trained at Middlesex
University he returned to Colchester and this is his fourth show with COS. He
has appeared in Annie, 42nd Street, Hello Dolly and West Side Story. The
highlight was playing Chalky White, the drunken friend of Andy Capp in Andy
Capp the Musical. g
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RUTH - Jenny Spurgeon joined Clacton Operatic Society at 14, and later
COS where she met her husband. She has played many leading roles and was
principal dancer. Her vast experience has been put to use as choreographer
and dance captain. She played Hattie In Kiss Me Kate, but her favourite role
was Valencienne in The Merry Widow.




So much more than " night school ” !

courses are held
MORNING, AFTERNOON, EVENING AND WEEKEND
there are
HUNDREDS OF CLASSES in SCORES OF SUBJECTS
venttes include
COLCHESTER, STANWAY, TIPTREE, MERSEA,
WIVENHOE and BRIGHTLINGSEA
courses start

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR KATE - Debbie Andrews joined the Society in 1975 for My Fair Lady and has
appeared in most productions since then. She is Assistant Secretary of COS
and helps with CO2 in many ways. Debbie has played many small parts, and
was Edith in the previous production of Pirates. She was a soloist in the
Society's 70th Anniversary Concert last Autumn when she sang Bill from
Showboat — one of her favourite humbers.

EDITH - Barbara Ryan joined the Society in 1974 and her first role was
Cupid in Orpheus in the Underworld. Since then she has appeared in most of
the COS productions. Three favourite characters have been Nellie Forbrush in
South Pacific, Eliza Doolittle in My Fair Lady, and Ann in Half a Sixpence. Her
other roles have been in Fiddler on the Roof, Ethel in The Music Man, Laurie in
Oklahoma, Diana in Orpheus in the Underworld in 1994 and Irene Molloy last
year in Hello Dolly.

The Adult Community College
Grey Friars, High Street  tel. 42242

ISABEL - Emma Spurgeon has been involved with COS all her life, but her

first performance was in COZ2's first production of Grease. Emma has performed

" in numerous shows and has enjoyed playing principal roles which include

' Frenchie in Grease, Lily in Annie, Herb in Godspell and Peggie Sawyer in 42nd
. Street. Emma has also played thigh — slapping Prince Charming in Cinderella at

Clacton — one of her favourite roles.

SERGEANT OF POLICE - Lee Carter stepped onto the stage at 14 as a

shark in West Side Story with CO2. Since then he has appeared in Godspell,
; Guys and Dolls as Benny Southstreet, Grease as Kinicki, Anything Goes as
Moonface Martin, and in Annie as Rooster. Lee also played Jesus in Godspell
which COS presented in Delft in 1994. This is the second time he has played
the Sergeant of Police — next time he wants to play something else.

SAMUEL - Stephen Thompson Pirates marks Steve's debut with COS.
He is no stranger to the Theatre having performed with MLADS, WORMS and
Gatsby Mill in Chelmsford. A keen squash player and fisherman, Steve is
delighted to be treading the boards with such an accomplished cast.

and over fifty departments, from toys to electrical to cosmetics...there’s more in store

WILLIAMS & GRIFFIN

152 HIGH STREET, COLCHESTER. TELEPHONE: 01206 571212
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All are essential to our team;
all are equally important to our success.
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Another Opening, Another Show a9 S S & 5 o
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| Would you like to become involved in creating musical shows? ! g 08 & g s D =~
! Are you bored watching TV, bored of being entertained? ®UQ »n & Q g g
o o . el
| L3525 2
| Then why not become one of the entertainers with Colchester Operatic Society. ] 5 = o= Qg
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We are always on the lookout for new members: singers, actors, dancers, ~ = 3 E: g o]
backstage crew (scenery, props., costumes, make up). g g gQ ® o FE'
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! If you are interested in joining us, please contact our membership secretary:

Mrs Barbara Ryan, The Old Mill House, The Green, Gt. Bentley, Colchester CO7 8PQ
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