ou are invited to come
and see one of the largest

So much to see

Yes, it’s true. This picture can
only give you a small idea of the
huge  selection of quality
furnishings you will find on two
floors at Hatfields. One of the
largest quality furnishing stores in
the Country. Our furnishing
collection includes Curtains —
Carpets and Fitted Bedrooms. You
will also see one of the largest
displays of Oriental carpets you are
likely to find anywhere.

New designs

Throughout the store you will see
new designs from leading
manufacturers — like Ekornes,
Ercol, G-Plan, Bevan-Funnell,
Parker Knoll, Sleepeezee and
Olympus to name but a few. But
you will also find an extensive
collection of furniture and carpets
that you will see only at Hatfields
in Colchester. Each item is hand-
picked by our experienced buyers
for quality, style and good value.

For your comfort

You'll welcome the chance to
relax and make plans in our coffee
lounge. There’s a giant Lego table
too, so any children with you can
amuse themselves whilst you think
things over. Customer toilets are
also provided.

Careful free delivery

Throughout our normal trading
area delivery is, of course, free of
charge. Our own team of delivery
men will place your furniture
where you want it and take care of
final preparations.

Interest Free Credit

Right now — but only for a
limited period — you can
enjoy the benefits of 10
months Interest Free Credit
on any item over £200.
Please ask for full written
details.

furnishing stores in the country

Friendly advice
Should you need assistance or
advice, our friendly and

knowledgeable staff are always
happy to diseuss your individual
requirements and help you make a
wise choice. We take pride in the
quality of our staff — you won't find
a more pleasant, understanding
and helpful group of people
anywhere.

Word of caution

If you have not visited us before —
we should advise you that the store
is in Stanway on the western
outskirts of Colchester. It is not
easy to find so please make sure you
bring this map with you. Better
still, telephone and we will be
pleased to send you precise
directions and a more detailed map.

Do come and see us soon —we
promise you won't be
disappointed!

Peartree Road - Stanway - Colchester Telephone Colchester (0206) 65444

Hatfields

B Free Car Park
B Coffee Lounge and
Children’s Area
B Careful Free Delivery
B Open Six Days a Week
B Late Night Shopping
Monday until 8pm
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Affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic Association

KODAK SAF.ETY FIL

COLCHESTER OPERATIC SOCIETY

| presents

-~ OLIVER

(by arrangement with Musicscope Ltd. and Stage Musicals of New York Ltd.)
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MRS. M. BERRY
{Secretary)

MR. K. DRAKE

COLCHESTER
OPERATIC SOCIETY

Chairman:
John Enfield

Life Members:
Colonel and Mrs. M. Y. Binge
Miss P. Baker
Mys. M. Barwood
Mrs. B. Bidmead
Mr. M.W. Bond
Mrs. D. Jones
Mr. N. Joscelyne
Miss E. Palmer

S ————
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MR. P.W. FITT

MR. JOHN ENFIELD
( Chairman)

(Business Manager) { Treasurer)
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Mr. R.H. Dobson Mr. D. Massey Mrs. B. Ryan
Mr. M. Fincham Mrs. G. Plumtree Mr. C. Thorne
Miss B. Green Mrs. A. Rankin Mrs. M. Yeats

Mrs. M. Berry

Mrs. M.W. Bond

Mr. and Mrs. G.W. Bone
My, E.M. Bradley

Mr. and Mrs. A.S. Butcher
Mr. N, Chaffey

Mr. al.ld Mzrs. C.H. Clemenson
Mrs. M. Cooke

Mrs. S.L. Crafford

Mr. and Mrs. P.J. Crafford
Mr. and Mrs. P.N. Davey
Major E.J. Deeble

Lt. Col. and Mrs. L.J. Dighy
Mr. S.E. Druce

Major R. Dunn

Asst. Sec: Mrs. M. Spurgeon

VICE-PRESIDENTS

Mrs, B. Everett

Mr. D. Forder

Mr. J.D. Foxall

Mr, and Mrs. R.A. Girling
Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Harrison
Mrs, J. Ingleton

Mzr. B.G. Johnson

Mr, M.C. Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. J. Kellet

Mr. W. King

Mr. D. Mann

Mrs. J. Mann

Mrs. V.W. Millbank

Mrs. C. Moonie

Mrs. J. Morris

Mrs. B. Oxborrow
Mzr. B. Polley

Mr. H. Pope

Mrs. J. Porter

Mr. W.C. Powell
Mrs. 3. Seaborn
Mrs, H. Shippey
Mrs. K. Symes

Mr. N. Underdown
Mr, and Mrs. M.L, Vass
Mr. J. Warburton
Mrs. B.J. Ward

Mr. M. Weiss
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THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

May I offer my sincere congratulations to the Mercury Theatre for their
part in the Jubilee celebrations for fifty years of theatre in Colchester. The
Mercury Theatre today certainly makes an outstanding contribution to the
cultural life of Colchester and district.

[ am delighted to welcome the President of the National Operatic and
Dramatic Association, Mrs. Kay Darbyshire, who will be in the audience
on Saturday, 21st November.

My grateful thanks to the Directors of Hatfields for the financial support
which they have given to Colchester Operatic Society.

Finally, my thanks to you, the audience, for loyally supporting us year
after year. I look forward to seeing you at our future productions.

John Enfield
Chairman

THE STORY

“Oliver” is the musical adaptation of Dickens’ famous novel “Oliver Twist”, the story of a pauper boy
and his various misfortunes and adventures in Dickens’ London. The first Act opens in the Workhouse,
ruled over by the cruel parish Beadle — Mr. Bumble, and the slightly less unpleasant Widow Corney.
The starving Oliver enrages Bumble by his plea for more gruel, and it is decided to turn the boy over
to the Sowerberry family, who, for the sum of five pounds, agree to apprentice Oliver into the family
undertaking business.

Oliver very soon escapes from this unhappy situation, and is still on the run when he is discovered by
the Artful Dodger, an impudent young pick-pocket who immediately introduces Oliver to the old Jew
Fagin. Fagin runs a “thieves’ academy”, and is also associated with the brutal Bill Sikes and Sikes’ girl
Nancy. Fagin soon initiates Oliver into the routine of “picking a pocket or two”, but, on his first
expedition, Oliver is captured, and after a slight brush with the law, is delivered into the charge of Mr.
Brownlow, a kindly gentleman of property, who sees in Oliver a resemblance to his lost daughter,
Emily. With him and his housekeeper Oliver finds happiness and security which is shortlived. Sikes and
Fagin suspect that Oliver might now expose them, and Sikes frightens Nancy into kidnapping the boy
and returning him to the thieves’ kitchen. Here Sikes threatens to beat Oliver but is frustrated by
Nancy who thus brings his wrath upon herself. She runs to Mr. Brownlow and promises to bring Oliver
to him on London Bridge that evening but she will still not betray Bill Sikes. Sikes discovers the plan,
and follows Nancy to the Bridge, where he murders her and makes off with Oliver. A hue and cry is
raised during which Sikes takes cover in Fagin’s kitchen; he is pursued by his dog however, and his
discovery leads to his death.

Oliver is rescued and returned to Mr. Brownlow, who now has evidence of Oliver’s parentage and who
is delighted to ensure a happy future for his grandson.
— e ——— T e —

It is interesting to note that the conductor for the original production of “Oliver” in this country was
Marcus Dods, who was also Musical Director of the Colchester Operatic Society for several years.
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which continues to expand. Members of the Group have the &3

right to book up to four seats for our Productions after the  &;
Society Members, but before the tickets are offered for sale

L]
3
3
3
5
3
: X
3  to the general public. &3
: X
o
§ We believe that our Supporters Group is ensuring that gg
€3 Colchester Operatic Society will enjoy the continued support &3
gg of those people who have been our mainstay for many years, g3
;:}l as well as that of the general public. Eg
& o
€3 (L]
€& If you would like to join please send a stamped addressed Eg
g3 envelope to: &
&3 7 Coast Road, West Mersea, g3
£a &3
g3 for further details. o
]
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The place to
meet, drink and
eat on North Hill.
Telephone:
Colchester
(0206) 41111.
L\ il

OLIVER

PRODUCTION
TEAM

RAY JEFFERY ANDREW DENYER
Director Musical Director
Entire Production by RAY JEFFERY
PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS
Director’s Assistants - ANGELA RANKIN
DEBBIE ANDREWS
CLARE JOSEPH

Dialogue Coach -PHYL DEEBLE

Chorus Mistress -VAL MASSEY

Accompanist - PETER HUMPHREY

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS
1925 Gondoliers 1950 The Desert Song 1969 Oklahoma
1926 Mikado 1951 The Student Prince 1970 Kiss Me Kate
1927 Princess Ida 1952 Harmony Hill 1971 Die Fledermaus
1929 Iolanthe 1953 Show Boat 1972 Mikado
1930 Yeoman of the Guard 1954 Brigadoon 1973 Robert and Elizabeth
1931 Trial by Jury and 1955 Pink Champagne 1974 Orpheus in the Underworld
Pirates of Penzance 1956 Vagabond King 1975 The Merry Widow
Les Cloches de Corneville 1957 White Horse Inn 1976 My Fair Lady

1932 Quaker Girl 1958 Summer Song 1977 The Great Waltz
1933 Mikado 1959 The Merry Widow 1978 Fiddler on the Roof
1934 Gondoliers 1960 Song of Norway 1979 TheKing &I
1935 Merrie England 1961 Naughty Marietta 1980 Show Boat
1936 Duchess of Danzig 1962 The Dancing Years 1981 HelloDolly
1937 Vagabond King 1963 Kismet 1982 Camelot
1938 Country Girl 1964 The Most Happy Fella 1983 Half a Sixpence
1946 Beggar’s Opera 1965 They Came to a City 1984 Brigadoon
1947 Tom Jones 1965 The Student Prince 1985 Guys & Dolls
1947 The Arcadians 1966 Hay Fever 1985 Carousel
1948 Waltz Dream 1966 La Belle Helene 1986 Pirates of Penzance
1949 New Moon 1967 Carousel 1986 The Sound of Music
1950 The Wind and Rain 1968 Count of Luxemboug 1987 South Pacific




OLIVER

For Colchester Operatic Society:
Prompt:

Props:

Make-up Team:

Wardrobe:

Costumes:
Scenery:

CAST

Oliver Twist Gavin Sadler/Richard Morgan

Fagin e Vic Edwards

The Artful Dodger Chris Hoggarth/Stephen Pascoe

Bill Sikes John Davies

Nancy Val Massey

Bet Sally Ann Grant

Mr. Bumble Derek Collins

Mrs. Corney Gill Plumtree

Mr. Brownlow John Enfield

Mr. Sowerberry Roger Dobson

Mrs. Sowerberry Janet Collins

Charlotte Rachel Frank

Noah Claypole Nick Eagleton

Dr. Grimwig John Rosewarne

Mrs. Bedwin Brenda Green

Old Sally Lin Curtis

Charley Bates Jonathan Tully/Aaron Lissimore

LONDONERS
Debbie Andrews Mark Fincham Richard Lear Sue Ray
Chris Austin Suki Fusi Mark Leggett John Russell
Chris Barrell Debbie Gifford Georgina Lingard Amanda Rosoman
Liana Bridges Sally Hammond Derek Massey Barbara Ryan
Sally Bristow Beverley Humphreys Nicola Massey Nigel Smith
Tim Church Gillian Humphreys Sandra Moorhouse Colin Thorne
Sharon Cook Joanna Humphreys Claire Nicholson Caroline Wakelin
Andy Edwards Adrian Johnson Andrew Parker Tan Waller
Caroline Edwards Brian Keeble Sarah Pawsey Maureen Yeats
WORKHOUSE BOYS & FAGIN’S GANG
Daniel Bailey Jacob Curtis Neil Jones Simon Robinson
Ian Blanchette Richard Curtis Aaron Lissimore James Snowling
Robert Bryan Edward Daly Paul Meehan James Stack
Kevin Burchell Jolyon Everitt James Melvin Spencer Stott
David Cornabé Jonathan Fletcher Paul Moreton John Tagg
Steven Covington Stephen Houghton Oliver Pretty Jonathan Tully
David Creswell Frank Jennings William Purkis James Wall
Chris Curtis Mark Jones Mark Raynes Matthew Woodhouse
STAGE MANAGEMENT
For the Mercury Theatre: Chris Snow, Jim Bowman (Chief Electrician), Richard Gwyn

Williams (Lighting Design), Andy Shaw, Jonathan Barden,
Wendy Fitt, Lucy Nightingale, Simon Wood.

David Sage, John Andrews, Bob Bristow, David King,
Bernard Polley, Mike Spurgeon, Graham Thompson.
Marion Spurgeon, Emma Spurgeon.

Beryl Balls, Karen Balls, June Harris, Sue Joyce.

Peter Smith, Ann Dye, Penny Dye, Hilary Kagleton, Sue
Nicholson, Margaret Norfolk, Sue Ray.

Mary Fletcher, Margaret Pedder, B. Sewell, Audrey
Shardlow.

Theatrical House, Westcliff-on-Sea.

Chelmsford Operatic Society.

Please Note: Taking photographs during the performance is not permilted.

=

ACT ONE
Period — About 1850

Scene 1 — The Workhouse - early evening

Scene 2 — Widow Commey’s Parlour

Scene 3 — The Streets of London

Scene 4 — At the Undertakers

Scene 5 — The Undertakers — next morning

Scene 6 — Paddington Green, morning a week later
Scene 7 — The Thieves” Kitchen — later

Scene 8 — The “Three Cripples” at Clerkenwell

Scene 9 — Back in the Thieves” Kitchen as dawn breaks
Scene 10 — Outside the Bookshop

ACT TWO

Scene 1 — The “Three Cripples” — the following evening
Scene 2 — The Brownlow’s — two weeks later

Scene 3 - A street nearby

Scene 4 — The Thieves’ Kitchen — later

Scene 5 — The Workhouse — a few days later

Scene 6 — The Street again

Scene 7 — The Brownlow’s house

Scene 8 — London Bridge, at midnight

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Society expresses grateful thanks to all who have contributed, and in particular:—
The Society’s Non-Playing Members for their loyal support in Publicity, Programme Sales and essential
duties.
Mick Hemstedt for programme cover
The Arena Sports and Leisure Club for rehearsal facilities
Stephen Goody for props.
Staff and Management of the Mercury Theatre
Gill Edwards for care of the children
Peter Nason and Douglas Studios for Photography
Sir Antony Buck, Q.C:, M.P., farspheto location
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FUTURE PRODUCTIONS

THE DESERT SONG

at the MERCURY THEATRE, 19th - 30th May, 1988

WEST SIDE STORY
by G0

in September, 1988
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PETER NASON
PHOTOGRAPHY

are pleased to have been chosen to
photograph Qliver for
Colchester Operatic Society.

OF COLCHESTER

Your Local Hirewear Specialist.

Another triumph for quality photo-
graphy with personal service and
realistic prices.

We also excel in creative Wedding Phot- - ' Fagin
graphy, Portraiture, Industrial and Vie Edwards
Commercial Photography.

e

3 VAN DYCK ROAD
COLCHESTER, CO3 40D

Keenest prices in town.

TELEPHONE: COLCHESTER

14 CROUCH STREET, COLCHESTER. (0206) 570544
Telephone: 575617.

Bill Sikes & Nancy Gill Plumtree & Derek Collins
John Davies & Val Massey

MOVE OVERSEAS
WITH ABELS

Your local remover with worldwide experience '

Whether it’s a grand piano to
Philadelphia, a suitcase to g
Singapore or entire household
contents to Adelaide, let us
handle your move with care.

We have the knowledge and ability to ensure your furniture, household and
personal effects are shipped safely and promptly worldwide —by air, sea or road.

= COLCHESTER (0206) 573679 A

For a free quotation without obligation
ABELS OF EAST ANGLIA
- 9 Commerce Way, Whitehall Industrial Estate,

Bet
Olivers & Artful Dodgers
Sally Ann Grant
Colchester, CO2 8HH. Telex: 987288 Stephen Pascoe Chris Hoggarth

Richard Morgan Gavin Sadler




ESTABLISHED 1925

IVLILLBANK & SON

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

EIGHT ASH GREEN r—
COLCHESTER CO6 3QH e —

Tel: Col 574698 (office), 579469 (home),
841576 (home)

Building

r. & Mrs. Sowerberry
Roger Dobson & Janet Collins

FINE ANTIQUES
85 Crouch Street En;l:iloye;s
Colchester Essex CO3 3EZ Coifadmition
Repairs Members of
3 =1 Maintenance Building
e PR Y ; o Design & Build Employers
S i Projects Confederation

,X?)BYEARS in the MUSIC BUS[NESS.‘
18541987

Noah & Charlotte
Nick Fagleton & Rachel Frank

Those interested in music of any kind will find that

’ Mann’s Music Shop offers a superb selection of all
things musical, and friendly, helpful people to answer
your questions and assist in your choice. You'll find the
best in pianos, electronic organs, brass, woodwind,

guitars, and kevboards as well as our comprehensive
sh=et music department.

123 High St. Colchester. Telephone 572783

AN

The Workhouse Bovs & Fagin's Gang
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Your gu1de to motoring
in Colchester

Ferrari

Loncosierpi/c

Lancaster House, Wyncolls Road, Colchester Essex CO4 4HT
Tel: (0206) 855000. Telex 987759

WHEN QUALITY COUNTS
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For all your Timber & Building Material

requirements our Fast and Friendly Service

spans Suffolk

TEL: SUDBURY (0787) 73391 OR
TEL: LOWESTOFT (0502) 517126

Burt Boulton B s

CHILTON, SUDBURY, SUFFOLK CO10 6XH

FAX (0787) 7665
FAX (0502) 51657

SUDBURY DEPOT
CALL & COLLECT
mmmmmmmmmmmm

Monday y Bam — 5pm

S B30rn 1230pm
n deliver to
r

LOWESTOFT DEPOT

CALL & COLLECT
nnnnnnnnnnnn
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COOKE RD.,, SOUTH LOWESTOFT IND. EST.,, SUFFOLK NR33 7NA




