


 

 



 

 



 

 

NODA, the National Operatic & Dramatic association, founded in 1899, 

is the main representative body for Amateur Theatre in the U.K. It has a 

membership of some 2400 amateur/community theatre groups and 

300 individual enthusiasts throughout the country. www.noda.org.uk  

 

OUR SOCIETY IS PROUD TO BE AFFILIATED TO NODA  

 

Please note that the videoing or sound recording of any part of this      

performance is not permitted.  

Please turn off all mobile phones and any other services.  

 

WWW.COLCHESTEROPERATICSOCIETY.CO.UK  

Welcome to The Mercury Theatre and thank you for 
supporting Colchester Operatic Society. 

As Chairman I preside over the Management Committee that 
runs the society - a committee that makes all the day to day 
decisions which enable us to put productions like this on the 
stage. We in turn appoint a production team who take the 
reins of our show and turn it into the performance you are 
watching today.  

Being on stage is a great deal of fun and hard work for the 
cast but behind the scenes a great deal of work goes on 
tirelessly to enable the cast to perform. I would like to take 
this  opportunity to thank all those credited here in the 
programme and those that are not, for their dedication, 

never ending loyalty and diligent endeavours that keep the society running. We are 
currently blessed with a great team of people that can be relied upon to carry out their 
duties and for me that is a great relief.  

This production has been left in some very capable hands both on and off the stage. It is 
another first for COS and I hope you enjoy this richly diverse piece of musical theatre. 

Thank you once again to all involved and especially you our audience. 

Mark D Fincham 

Chairman & Business Manager 

Colchester Operatic Society 

 
Mark Fincham 



 

 

David has been a member of COS for the past 6 years, first starring as Simon 

Zealotes in Jesus Christ Superstar, under the expert direction of well-loved and 

sadly missed Dani Fincham.  David trained as an actor at Middlesex university 

and has performed in numerous shows, most recently as Sweaty Eddie with 

COS in “Sister Act”.  David is equally passionate about directing, having 

directed with Braintree Musical Society and has written his own World War 1 

piece “While You Were Away” to commemorate the centenary year. David 

also recently formed his own production company, ‘OD Productions’ with Olly 

Medlicott, directing Rent and A Chorus Line in their first year. More recently he 

performed in a new musical ‘Messy’ at The Headgate Theatre.   

David first directed with COS on last year’s Jekyll & Hyde. This was a 

thoroughly enjoyable experience, working with such a great array of talented 

performers. He is delighted to be returning as director of Hairspray, again 

working with a cast that would shine on any stage. 

Deborah has performed in, directed and choreographed musical theatre 
productions for over thirty years. During this time, she has had the 

pleasure of working with many different local societies, including 
Braintree Musical Society, Capel St Mary, Viva youth, Trinity Chelmsford 

and at Harlow playhouse. 
Recently, Deborah started a business with her daughter - Frederick 

Douglas Performing Arts Academy - which runs classes and workshops 
for children as well as taking music and movement into care homes.  

Geoff has been a musical director for local societies for over 20 years,  
helping produce:  Annie, Carousel, The Wizard of Oz, 42nd Street, Guys and Dolls, 
Crazy for You, Oliver, Oklahoma, Half a Sixpence, Sweet Charity, Anything Goes, 
Thoroughly Modern Millie, South Pacific, Little Shop of Horrors, The Addams 
Family, Fame, Singing in the Rain, Spamalot  and many others.  
Until he retired from full time teaching in 2011, Geoff had dedicated his life to 
music education. He taught in local schools for 35 years, worked with Essex 
County Council in schools and colleges across the county and for a time was the 
teacher-in-charge at the Colchester Area Music School.  
Now living in Wivenhoe Geoff teaches privately, directs a community choir and 
enjoys spending time with his wonderful family. Geoff is delighted to have this 
opportunity to work with COS at the Mercury Theatre.  
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Geoff Osborne 
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Sophia Twohey 

 
Sam Pilkington 

 
Olly Medlicott 

 
Leanne Field 

 
Lisa Pordham 

 
Sophie Holland 

 
Thomas Pleasant 

 
Will Mugford 



 

 

 
Chantelle Onwordi 

 

Chi Chi Armstrong 

 
Jonathan Davis 

 
Joanne Davis 



 

 

http://stageagent.com/audition-songs/582/good-morning-baltimore/hairspray
http://stageagent.com/audition-songs/583/it-takes-two/hairspray
http://stageagent.com/audition-songs/584/big-blonde-beautiful/hairspray
http://stageagent.com/audition-songs/604/i-know-where-ive-been/hairspray


 

 



 

 



 

 

https://twitter.com/ColchesterOpSoc


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


